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Natchitoches, Louisiana 
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President 

This will be our 11th year for making this annual ride to 
Natchitoches, Louisiana. The roads through the Piney 
Woods of East Texas are very pleasant this time of 
year. For those who have never had the pleasure of 
enjoying the food, the roads through the national 
forests or the Natchitoches Jazz & R&B Festival on the 
banks of the Cane River, you are in for a real treat. 

We will have a group ride leaving from the Dallas area 
led by Tom Oliver. Others are encouraged to seek 
riders for the trip to and from Natchitoches. We will 
have a group ride on Saturday for those with interest. 
There is much to see and do in this area depending on 
your interests. We do encourage you to hook-up with 
other riders to enjoy the fellowship of a day ride. We 
will also have a group ride from Natchitoches back to 
the Dallas area on Sunday. 

For more information: Tom Oliver: tomoliver4@me.com  
Cell: 214.803.1752 / Home: 972.712.8799 
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The Details 

 

Friday, April 16th through Sunday, April 18th.   

 

LOCATION: Natchitoches, Louisiana. Experience the 
charm of the original French colony in Louisiana, 
established in 1714 and well known as the film site of 
"Steel Magnolias." Discover the Landmark Historic 
District The National Trust named one of the 2005 
"Dozen Distinctive Destinations" for Historic 
Preservation. 

 
Quality Inn 
5362 University Parkway, Natchitoches, LA, US, 71457 
(Junction of I-40 & LA Hwy 6) 
$69.99 Lone Star BMW Riders Rate 
N31 43.596 / W93 09.631 
Phone 318.352.7500 / 877.424.6423 reservations 
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·  After lunch, we’ll meander our way back to 
Natchitoches with a planned plantation 
tour of the Oakwood Plantation. 
 

·  6:15 PM Depart from Quality Inn on trolley 
service to downtown historic district. 

·  Everyone will be free to make their own 
dinner arrangements on Saturday night. 
There are plenty of places downtown. 

·  Jazz/R&B Festival on the banks of the 
Cane River 

 
·  Departure from downtown will start at 9:30 

PM using the trolley service to Quality Inn. 
Due to the number of attendees, multiple 
trips will be required. 

 

SUNDAY, April 18 th sunrise 5:40 AM / sunset 
6:59 PM 
 
Depart for Dallas 
 
Group ride: Led by Tom Oliver 
 

·  8:00 AM Depart from Quality Inn. 
  

·  Route will head Northwest through 
Marshall with a planned lunch stop at the 
Hamburger Store, 101 South Market 
Street, Jefferson, TX (GPS: N32 45.325 
W94 20.763)  

 

 
 
 
�

 
Bo Griffin Photo 

 

·  Schedule and plan your own route to and from 
Natchitoches or join Tom Oliver’s group ride to 
and from Natchitoches. A number of GPS routes 
are posted. 
 

·  State maps for Louisiana will be available in the 
Quality Inn office. 
 

·  Make your hotel reservation as soon as possible. 
Our hotel will fill-up quickly due to the Jazz/R&B 
Festival weekend. 
 

·  Reservations for this ride are required to 
participate in the various club activities scheduled 
throughout the weekend. Go to www.lsbmwr.org 
to register. 
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FRIDAY, April 16 th sunrise 5:56 AM / sunset 6:42 PM 
 
Depart for Natchitoches 
 
Group ride: Led by Tom Oliver 

·  8:30 AM Depart from the Forney Café, 111 E US 
Hwy 80, Forney, TX (GPS: N32 45.326 W96 
28.054).  
 

·  Route will head southeast to Edom down 
314/315 into Palestine. Lunch stop at Ryan’s. 
After lunch, we will head through the Piney 
Woods across the Toledo Bend Reservoir into 
Louisiana continuing east to Natchitoches. 
 

·  6:30 PM Depart from Quality Inn on Trolley 
service to Crawfish Hole, 119 South Drive (Hwy 1 
South). 
 

SATURDAY, April 17 th sunrise 5:42 AM / sunset 6:43 
PM 
 
Depart for Fred’s Lounge, Mamou, LA 
 
Group ride: Led by Tom Oliver 
 

·  8:00 AM Depart from Quality Inn for non-stop 
ride which is approximately 100 miles. 

·  Music starts at Fred’s around 9:30 AM. We'll stay 
for an hour or so and then head to lunch.  

·  Lunch stop will be at Nick’s on 2nd Street, 123 
South 2nd Street, Eunice, LA (GPS: N30 29.682 
W92 24.986).  

·  They are opening the restaurant for us and we'll 
have a choice of crawfish etouffee or pork roast. 



��������	�
���
���	��������� �	�������
�� ���(�

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

ART GALLERIES:  
Hanchey Gallery at NSU - Call for times (318) 357-
4522 
Heritage Art Gallery - Open Mon.-Sat. (318) 352-
1626 
 
FORT JESUP HISTORIC SITE - built in 1822, 22 
miles west of Natchitoches, to protect the United 
States border with Spain and to return order to the 
Neutral Strip. The Neutral Strip was created after 
the 1803 Louisiana Purchase, from which arose a 
disagreement about the location of the border 
between the US and Spanish territories. This is a 
State Historic Site, and a National Historic 
landmark located at 32 Geoghagan Rd. in Many, 
LA. The fort is open 9:00am to 5:00pm daily; there 
is a fee for admission 
 
CANE RIVER NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA - 
Cane River National Heritage Area in northwestern 
Louisiana is a largely rural, agricultural landscape 
known for its historic plantations, its distinctive 
Creole architecture, and its multi-cultural legacy. 
Historically this region lay at the intersection of 
French and Spanish realms in the New World. 
Today it is home to a unique blend of cultures, 
including French, Spanish, African, American 
Indian, and Creole. The central corridor of the 
heritage area begins just south of Natchitoches 
and extends along both sides of Cane River Lake 
for approximately 35 miles. The heritage area 
includes Cane River Creole National Historical 
Park, seven National Historic Landmarks, three 
State Historic Sites, and many other historic 
plantations, homes, and churches. 
 
ALLIGATOR PARK  - HWY. 1 North - about 10 
minutes north of Natchitoches. Explore the unique, 
mysterious, and exciting world of the American 
Alligator. This five-acre park is the largest of its 
kind in Louisiana, complete with Cajun music, 
Cajun cuisine, and LOTS of hungry alligators. 
 

FORT ST. JEAN BAPTISTE - Fort St. Jean 
Baptiste is a testament to the resourcefulness of 
French explorers who first settled the backcountry 
of Louisiana in the early 1700s. Site is situated on 
the west bank of the Cane River a few hundred 
yards from the 1732 fort site. The fort includes a 
trading warehouse, a powder magazine, a church, 
slave quarters, the commandant’s house, 
barracks, a guardhouse, bastions, and assorted 
huts. 
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�  This is Spring in Texas - be prepared for rain 
(although we are hoping there isn’t any!). Temperatures 
have ranged in the 40s to the 70s in years past. Check 
www.weather.com prior to packing for your ride. 
  
�  As with any country environment, particularly through 
the national forests, wildlife can be extremely 
hazardous, particularly an hour either side of sunrise 
and sunset. Be careful out there! 
 
�  Be sure to have a full tank prior to ride departures, 
we have a number of group rides on the Crawfish Run. 
There is the expectation that you have a full tank and 
you are ready to roll at the designated departure time. 
 
�  We expect everyone to ride in a safe manner. Ride 
leaders and tail-gunners will make sure no one is left 
behind or stranded. Please ride within your skill set. 
 

# $ � % � " � % � , " � �
(Too many to list, but here are some suggestions) 
 

MELROSE PLANTATION  - The history of Melrose is a 
remarkable story that weaves together a series of 
fascinating people and events. 16 miles south of 
Natchitoches, is open daily, 12:00-4:00 pm. Telephone 
318.379.0055. 

 
 

 
Bo Griffin Photo 

 
 

ADAI INDIAN NATION CULTURAL CENTER - 4460 
Hwy 485, Robeline, LA 71469. The Cultural Museum, 
located on the Historic Site, allows visitors to 
experience a day in the life of the Adai Caddo Indians. 
Also on the site is the historic St. Anne’s Catholic 
Church, the oldest in the Louisiana Purchase. 
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LOS ADAES HISTORIC SITE - 6354 Hwy. 485, 
Robeline, LA 71449; 318-472-9449. Los Adaes, the 
symbol of New Spain in Louisiana, was once the capital 
of Texas and the scene of a unique cooperation among 
the French, the Spanish and the indigenous Native 
Americans. An area rich in archaeological finds, it 
thrives today as one of Louisiana’s most intriguing state 
Historic Sites. The 14-acre site located on the “El 
Camino Real” near Natchitoches features the remains of 
a Spanish fort built in the 1700s to protect Texas from 
the French. It is a major archaeological site and offers 
interpretive programs. 

 
WILLIAMSON MUSEUM - The Williamson Museum is 
primarily an archaeological / ethnological museum. Its 
collection policy has focused on archaeological 
materials from northern and central Louisiana, and the 
museum serves as a state and federal repository for 
archaeological collections for the region. The 
ethnological collection efforts have concentrated on 
material from the eastern United States. The museum 
has an exceptional collection of southeastern tribal 
material. For more information, contact the museum at 
(318) 357-6195. 
 
 

Byron Lawrence Photo  
 
FRED’S LOUNGE, Mamou, LA - The name Mamou is 
recognized around the world as synonymous with Cajun 
culture. This small town located in Evangeline Parish 
about 10 miles north of Eunice attracts visitors from 
many different countries who come not only to take part 
in special events like Mardi Gras but simply to stop by 
one small bar that has had a central role in the growing 
international interest in Cajun culture. Fred's is only 
open on Saturdays, 8 a.m.to 2 p.m. The music starts 
about 9 a.m., with the radio broadcast over KVPI in Ville 
Platte starting at 9:15 and continuing until 11:15. The 
band finishes by about 1:30 p.m. 
 

KISATCHIE NATIONAL FOREST - Kisatchie 
Ranger District offers visitors numerous activities 
including nine scenic overlooks, 12 miles of 
wilderness hiking trails, canoeing over 20 miles 
down Kisatchie Bayou, 50 miles of multiple-use 
trails and a 17-mile national scenic byway and 
panoramic vistas. 
 

Jerry James Photo  
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(Don’t limit yourself to those suggested; there are 
many good restaurants in Natchitoches!) 
 

·  Mama’s Oyster House – 608 Front 
Street 
 

·  Papas Bar and Grill – 604 Front Street 
 

·  The Ducournau – 750 Front Street - 
serves classic cuisine and Cajun & 
Creole. 
 

·  The Landing – 530 Front Street - is a 
premier dining destination to locals and 
tourists alike - authentic Louisiana cuisine, 
including seafood, steaks and unique 
menu items. 
 

·  Mariners – 5948 Hwy 1 Bypass - 
Specializing in Cajun/Creole, Fresh 
Seafood and Certified Angus Beef. 
 

·  Layone’s Meat Pie Restaurant – 622 
Second Street - Lasyone's Meat Pie 
Restaurant is the place to go for an 
authentic Creole/Cajun cuisine 
experience. A favorite with the locals and 
travelers alike, this family-owned and 
operated restaurant, famous for their meat 
pies, lets you feel like a real Louisiana 
native the moment you walk through the 
door and take in the aroma of good, 
down-home cookin'. 
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Exit 7 – Merge onto I49 South 
LA 6 (Exit 138 – aka College Avenue) 
Quality Inn on Right 
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Pinson Road Exit Hwy 80 
Service Road to Forney Cafe 
US 80 E 
I-20 E to Exit 506 
Hwy 2728 (Keep Left) 
Hwy 429 (Right Turn) 
Hwy 243 (Left Turn) 
Hwy 64 (Right Turn) 
FM 279 (Stay Right) 
Hwy 314 (Right Turn) 
Hwy 315 (Right Turn) 
Hwy 155 (Right Turn) 
TX 256 Loop (Left Turn) 
Fuel Stop on Right 
Ryan’s Lunch Stop 
US 84 (Left Turn) 
Hwy 323 (Right Turn) 
Hwy 294 (Left Turn) 
Hwy 228 (Right Turn) 
Hwy 3016 Left Turn) 
Hwy 227 (Left Turn) 
Hwy 21 (Right Turn) 
Hwy 7 (Left Turn) 
Tx-7 N (Left Turn) 
US 59-Br (Left Turn) 
E Main St (Right Turn) 
S University Dr (Right Turn) 
Gas/Rest Stop – SHELL 
Hwy 21 
Toledo Bend Reservoir 
Hwy 6 
QUALITY INN 
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Reverse Route 1 or Route 2 to return home or 
consider the group ride back to the Medtroplex: 
 
QUALITY INN 
I-49 North to Exit 172 
US 84 (Left Turn) 
Hwy 699 (RIght Turn) 
SE Loop (Right Turn) 
US 59 North (Bear Right) 
Hwy 2208 (Right Turn) 
Hwy 134 W (Left Turn) 
Hamburger Store 
 
 

·  Crawfish Hole – Highway 1 South - this 
unique restaurant specializes in Cajun foods 
and broiled crawfish plus serves a wide variety 
of fresh seafood including oysters, catfish, 
crabs, shrimp, and crawfish etouffee prepared 
in many different ways. 
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There is a multitude of ways to get to and from 
Natchitoches. The GPS file has a variety of routes to 
get you there. For those who do not use a GPS, save 
the file and open it up in www.gpsvisualizer.com  
 
For those using the written directions, this is fairly 
minimal information to show you a proposed route. 
Please consult a detailed map and plan accordingly. 
 

 

SAFE TRAVELS AND WE WILL SEE YOU IN 
NATCHITOCHES! 
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DQ (Pinson Road Exit Hwy 80) 
80 East 
I20 East 
Exit 11 – Towards Alexandria, LA 
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Hwy 49 
Hwy 729 (Bear Left) 
US 259 (Left Turn) 
Hwy 557 (Right Turn) 
Hwy 11 W (Left Turn) 
Hwy 515 (Left Turn) 
TX-69 S (Right Turn) 
Hwy 1564 (Left Turn) 
Hwy 34 (Right Turn) 
Hwy 1903 (Left Turn) 
Hwy 36 (Right Turn) 
US 66 W (Left Turn) 
Hwy 6 (Right Turn) 
Hwy 79 (Left Turn) 
Hwy 544 W (Bear Right) 
City of Wylie 
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We asked previous attendees – “What is 
your favorite restaurant on the Crawfish 
Run?” 
 
 
Is this a trick question? By far my favorite 
has to be the Crawfish Hole. The best 
etouffee and hush puppies this side of 
anywhere! 
 
Scott J. Calabro 
03’ K1200RS, USTM 
 
The Crawfish Hole is hands down our 
favorite eating spot. I don't claim  
to be a connoisseur of these peculiar little 
mud bugs, but I do know  
this is exactly how they were meant to be 
served. This is the only place  
I have ever eaten them, and the only place 
I plan to ever eat them. 
 
Travis Leuschner 
03’ K1200RS, USTM 
 
Just one look at me and you know my 
answer is "All of Them!" But I really do love 
them MudBugs! :) 
 
Steven Slisz (aka Yeeha Steve) 
R1150RT 
 
 
 


